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CAPE YELLOWTAIL

Seriola lalandi 
Family: Carangidae

Other common names: Yellowtail amberjack, Giant yellowtail, Geelstert

Description

Powerful, torpedo-shaped body with small fins and a large, forked 
tail fin which is bright yellow in colour. The body has a bluish-green 
sheen on the upper side and is silvery-white below, with a horizontal 
yellow to bronze stripe along its side from snout to tail.   

Distribution

Circumglobal, confined to warm temperate shelf waters, seamounts 
and oceanic islands. South African population occurs from Namibia 
to northern KwaZulu-Natal but is mostly concentrated in shelf waters 
of the Western Cape.

Habitat
Pelagic in offshore surface waters, often in large shoals, with larger 
fish occuring to depths of 50 m. Juveniles often associated with 
flotsam and rafts of kelp offshore.

They feed on pelagic baitfish species such as sardines, maasbanker, 
anchovies and mackerel, as well as squid and planktonic crustaceans.Feeding

Movement

A highly nomadic species, they aggregate and move between 
offshore reefs on the Agulhas Banks, around the Cape Peninsula and 
up the West Coast between Dassen Island and Hondeklip Bay, as well 
as offshore areas such as Tripp and Vema Seamounts. Adults also 
move up the east coast to KwaZulu-Natal during winter following the 
sardines.

www.saambr.org.za



They reach maturity at a length of 62 cm fork length and an age of 
2-3 years. Spawning occurs between November and February from 
southern KwaZulu-Natal to Cape Point. 

Reproduction

Age and growth
They reach a maximum length of 143 cm TL and a weight of 58 kg. 
They have been aged up to a maximum of 21 years but grow quickly 
and seldom reach more than 11 years.

Current status

The South African population of this species is considered to be 
optimally exploited. It was evaluated as Least Concern on the 
IUCN Red List (2015).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Green.

Amongst the top four species landed by the traditional commercial 
linefishery in terms of total reported catch, often only surpassed by 
Cape snoek. Also targeted by artisanal beach seine netters, 
recreational skiboat anglers, shore anglers and spearfishers. One of 
the most important gamefish species targeted in the Western Cape, 
they are exciting to catch and are often targeted using spinning gear 
and metal spoons. 

Capture

Current 
recreational 

fishing 
regulations

Daily bag limit: 10 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: Commercial purse-seining for yellowtail has 
been prohibited since 1982.
Marine protected areas (MPAs): MPAs are considered unlikely to 
be important for this highly mobile species unless situated in an 
important spawning aggregation area.
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